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is — ole; fojemn mariner, that A have no Jas view 
N ; conſequence of my pramotion, ne nor nut from 
| a filly vanity of being looked upon as /n eformer ; | 
| A character Which! in all ages has met with as much 
hyp er | raiſe; but it has opg, « i 
. | mind; 1 ede revolved | it in various 5 
; have cam aſſed it in converſation, inter Ws 
demi, with men of diſintereſted grobiry,, tr . 
= 4 ian fimplicity, and Seren e ütion; 1 1 
1 the moſt ſerious conviction 0 
13 enced 1 to. make + the 2 of eee as in 5 
| tian 4/ jou the true nity qt the Eſtab- 
liſhed Church. — Theſe, it may be ſaid, and 1 1 * 
are but different expreſſions for dhe lame 
| true dignity; in in any, 
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both of them tending to the fame. end 3 - -not a 
parity of Preferments, but a better apportioned gib 
tribution of what the State allows f for the mainte- 
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eaſy. matter 0 diſpiay much erudition, in tracing. 


the, biltory of the eſtabliſhment of the ſeveral 
Archbiſhopricks ; and Biſhopricks, which. now fubfiſt 


(3 5 
in England and. Wales; but as the inve r 
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| would tend. very little, if at all, to the 


of the. ſubje | we are upon, 4 will not miſpend 


either your C Grace' 8 leiſure or my own in mak ng it. 


Whatever was the primary occaſion of i it, the fact i is 


e eee e the Revenues of the Biſhopricks are 
very unequal in value, and that there is a great in- 
equality alſo ; in the Patronage 


ſubmit to your Grace $ deliberation, i is the utility o of 
bringing a Bill into Parliament, — to render 
Biſhopricks, more equal to each other, bot 1 
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* Te begio with the Wen, Tex would be an 


appertaining to the 
different Sees. , The firſt propoſal which I h y mbly 


with g 
reſpect to income and patronage, by annexing part 
' the Eſtates, and part of "oF Preferments of the, 
e TN es ST richer f 


* mw 9 
© _ richer Biſhopricks, ) as they Ben vacant, to the 7 
po rer. —Vour Grace Will obſerve, that here is no | 
Injury propoſed to be done to the preſent poſſeſſors 
of the richer Biſhopricks ; let them enjoy in peace 
the Emoluments which their great deſervin ge, or 
great good fortunes have procured for them; and 
as to that diſappointment of expectation which ſome 
men may ſuffer, it is of too vague a value to be 
eſtimated, it is too ſtrange a ſpecies of property to 
be valued at all. Before your Grace's mind can 
ſuggelt to you the difficulties of accompliſhing fuch 
A defign, or the other obje&tions which may, pro- 
baby, be made to it, allow me to point out ſome 


of the Advantages, which I think would apt 4 
attend es 


1. By a Bill of this kind, the poorer v Biſhops + 
would be freed from the N eceſſity of holding Ec 
cleſiaſtical preferments in commendam with their | 
- Biſhopricks ; 3 a practice which bears hard upon the 

8 and expectations of the reſt of the Clergy 1. 

Which is diſagreeable to the Biſhops themſelves; > a 
ene 1 them to much, perhaps, undeſerved 
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obloquy,. but which certainly had better not i fubR 0 87 
in'the Church.  - do not tale upon me o fix the } 
preciſe um” 7 which would enable A Biſhop, not to 
R pollute Goſpel Humility with the Pomp of Prelac 7, 
not to emulate the N oble and Opulent in ſuch 


luxuries and expenſive levities as become neither 


| Churchmen nor Chriſtians ; 4 but to maintain ſuck a 
dece nt <ſtabliſhs ent in the world as would give 
weight 1 to his example, and authority to his admo- 
nition 3 ; to make ſuch a moderate proviſion for his 
children, as cheir Bikes s mode of living would 
give, them ome little right. to expect; and to re- 
commend his religion by works of charity, to the 
ſerious examination of unbelievers of every denomi- 


g nation. The Sum requiſite for theſe purpoſes admits 5 
of great latitude; ſome would think that it ought to 
be more, others that it ought to be leſs than the Sa- 


laries of the Judges; but the revenues of the Biſhop - 
r icks, if more equally divided, would, probably, Ee 


ſufficient to afford to each Biſhop a a ſam, not much 

different from a Judge 8 ſalary ; ; and they would do 

this even. ſuppoſing that it ſhould be thought right, 

to make no defalcation from the preſent Incomes ” 8 
C | DES Es 


16 7 
the two „ Alice. 5 But whether he" In- 
comes of the Biſhops ſhould, by the pro fed al- 


teration, be made a little greater or a little leſs 
than thoſe of the Judges, ſtill would they be ſuf⸗ 


ficient for the barrel of ng, Commendans 
* unneceſſary. | 


2. A f 880 conſequence of the Bill Nr 
would be a greater independence of the Biſhops in 
the K bu e of Lords.—I know that many will be 
fta led, 1 beg them not to be offended, at the Sur- 
miſe of the Biſhops not bein g independent 3 in the 
7 Houſe of Lords; and it would be eaſy enough to 
weave a logic L cobweb, large enough and ſtrong 2 
enough to cover and protect the conduct of the 
Right Reverend Bench from the attacks of thoſe | 
who diſlike Epiſcopacy. This I lay would be an eaſy 
taſk, but it is far above my ability to eradicate from 
[ the n minds of * others, (who. are, notwithſtan ling, as 
well attached to the Church Eſtabliſnment as our- 
ſelves), a ſuſpicion, that the proſpect of being tranſ- 
lated — the minds or 115 —_ too A an 


5 * 11 * 1 
ſully. and induces them to pay too great an atten - 
tion do the beck of a Miniſter. I am far from | 
| aying or thinking, that the Biſhops of the preſent 
age are more obſequious in their attention to Mini- 
9 chan their Predeceſſors have been, or that the 
Spiritual Lords are the only Lords who are liable to 


this ſuſpicion, or that Lords in general, are the 
only Person o on whom expectati 


on has an influence ; 


diſreputable, - 3 our - Order ; 'F oi WL is of rh | 
co nc „it hinders. us from. doing that good 
h wile might do; for the Laity, whilſt 
en anna a bee ene us, will 


very go nant in . ee the. Biſhops or Ht | 
Clergy in general, ſuch kind of defence: as they 
would re cadily allow to any other claſs of Man, any 
het, denomination of hriſtians, the ſimila 
umi Ces, of large families nad mall 'FOITUNECS 
Inſtead then of quibbling and diſputing againſt hi 
... exiſtence 
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x niſter's inne over us or recri- 
retorting che petulance of thoſe who 
| _ account, let us endeavour! to 
e the or, if it muſti tot be admitt 
th a « Bei! wer any real exiſtence, let us endea. 
wii remove the appearance of it. A Bill'6f che 
1 ji here propoſed would be effe@tual to this pur- 
1 pPoſe For though i it might be difficult to render 
= the Revernes of the different Sees preciſely equal 
1 it might be 


; pnchefter, and Eh; 


hire anche f common ſenſe chat the 
uti be proper, yet the diſparity « af In- 
come and Patronage might be made fo ſthall, or ſo 
apportioned to the labour, that few Biſhops, unlefs 
for local conſiderations, would be diſpoſed | to 
wiſh: lations, ar dtonſequently'' 
appearance as well as in res 
dent. But in weadetg ie Biſhops? maehen. 
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o x underſtandings are dag * | e dn 
reie it, | infligated * ambition, tepreſſed 
| Aempered by: 


de * and friend; is e 
e ar » unplable, _ it is r. 


who will denk bst to 1 
nnn. of fo dar or extravagance ; be fear ; of 
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ce. = an e friend, 
3 obſeryation is is as applicable to the 
ns ene 1 private life; the advice of 
is as ſerviceable to the 
rown, m of | an a independent friend is to an 
individual. 


on, the advice of an honeſt; | 


— 


1 counſel i is the people fall: but in the multitude. of 


they have been accuſed,” by ſly innuendos, 


in private; chat 1 never entertained the moſt. ittan 


individual, We en by wins it Was ſaid, where : 


Counlellars there j is. ſafety; and we know too, that, 


the wiſe King y who ſaid it, would have ſaid no ſuch 


ching, had he ſuſpected that an external influence, 
rather than an internal conyiction wi would have ren- 
dered his multitu de of Counſellors all of the fame 


mind. The principles of thoſe; who have ſpoken 


againſt the influence of the Crown, have been ei- 
ther much miſunderſtood, or much e - 


of de- 
ning to ruin che conſtitution by ben pre- 


rogative 7; of wiſhing to introduce the moſt tyran- 


nous 2 nay Ml rag of all Governments, 2 
Ablick, in the room of A i e 


nity of babe, en to. your Grace, aha I 
efore de duell to my friends 


deſire, of ſeeing either the Democratical, 1 
Ariſtocratical ſcale of the Contirugion;”s outwe eigh 
the Monarchical ; -not one jot of the legal, eroga- 
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0 tive Kg Te ver wilt 60 be aboltthee; bot. Ul 10 ths "oY 
. of che Kings influence in the SIS" be YA” 2 
except 0 far as it was exten cher the gelle £4 
tons of the Hereditary Counſellérs of tht 
or the Parliarnentary 1 Re prefeiratives * bad &ople 
768 T have wiſhed)" mitt Rei 6 Fare 4 
loyal as che lo) valeſt) that” I hall onkigdd to with 
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chat an inffuence öf this kind may b * 2 
beeaiſe'T Athy” b belleye chat its Akku will, 
eventultly;? rendl to the confetvation' bf the genuine 
on country; to the ti 5 he of (his 
ö Zovern nent; to the ſtability ie Ha- 
poem and to the Late of che pub⸗ 


F eg the nente 
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heap of vow 
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ere — r 
for ae common ell 
. the brighteſt es of Nr Majeſty's cr dyn had'n 10 
now beet tarniſhett; the ſtroni geſt lib of che Erla 


aim Empire bad tot now beef Fudely"Gydred from 


. its * ſtock. "MF; male not this remark with'a 
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are ow Would be forgotten, 
of all parties ts reckify the miſchiefs they have 
hew beo 4 recent exam 
wn when exerted 


King, i is a circum Wk bat from being to be 
wiſhed by his true friends, that it is as dangerous 


to 1 the real int eſts a and honour of ther Crown! it elf, 


$ik Ch bei 


as it is odioust to the! people, le, and deſtructive of pub 


N 1 


lic liberty ; 4, 5 may contribute to keep a prime Mi- 


beſt part of the « community; ; it may contribute 
to keep the King: himſelf unacquainted with his 
People's wiſhes, bur it cannot do the King or the 


State any ſervice. To maintain the contrary is to 


fat ze his Majeſty”s 8 Government, 5 3 it is to te 
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bg 7 Sick uninfluenced concurrence of honeſt men. It 
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is far beneath, the Character « of a great and an up- 
night Monarch, to be fulpecked of a defi re to carry 
any plans of Government | into execution in oppoli- 


© * 28 tion 


Cc unſellors of the 


niſter in his place contrary to che ſenſe of the wiſeſt 


— 


Ainnate 
Intereſts are o 5 from 
\A they, cannot. be effectuated | 


3 


ru ed means of carrying it on 
4 execration of every man of, integr ys 8 00 ud 
probably, ſooner or later, meet with 


In a word, if pere be a any one re: 


nn ent, or r ſhould: auh the: dor 
would deſerve che 


deteſtation of the Prince himſelf. Iti is of £ ch \ Men 


eſe, there i is no impropriety I hope in borrow- 


ing. truth from tragedy, ſince Chry/oſtom is aid 
to have flept with even an Ariſtaphunes under his 
pillow; 5 it is of ſuch men a8 theſe the Poet ſpeaks, 


. Ic 18 hi core of Kings, to he all a 
* By ſlaves. that take thei humours for a warrants e 5 3 
And who, to be endeared to a King, | | 


"Make ao conſcience to deſtroy his honour. 
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than another to preſerve pure and unblemiſhed the 


: honour of the Crown ; to fecure its moſt valuable 
| rights; 


14 


| to procure | for it warm, bold, determined 
friends, who i in the hour of danger would ſupport 


it at the hazard of their lives againſt foreign or 
domeſtic 


a 


. 5 4 a) 


of * Members of e of Parlia- 
ment. If I am | wrong in this Opinion, I ſhould be 
glad to be ſet x right, my mind I truſt is open to 


convidtion,: and diſpoſed to folk w-truth. wherever 
it may hes found; but whilſt this is my opinion, 


yells Grace 1 n the 


1 —— be med that. 1. 


eine in a Heute ef Juke, as + any. real 
jeetion to the plan Propoſed 3 on the cont, 
think it-a very ſtr 
ſtrong an one, that it there was. no other, it 3 
be ſufficient to ſanQify the meaſure. The Biſhops 
have, on trying oc „been faſt friends to the 
Crown 5 2 have, on 18 | 
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ng Argument in its favour; o 


nk) to ker King or - People, f from. their being 
rendered een of them both. G deine 
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e Dioceſe z dom | 1 the belt 'conſe+ 
tions to wich for arifletions were in a great ee 
removed, it would be r natural for the Biſhops, in in 
er ral, to conſider themſelves as ſettled for life, i 
the Sees to which they ſhould be firſt appointed; - 
t 18 Is une ee Vana nein them to render their 
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>» 


Piotr Dioceſe; ; . weld think i it | dd | 
to o become, and they Ow ot courſe e become ne | 


Is; ; tem pers, 
their Clergys⸗ £ chey W ould be better 

0 e aue with them, in the great work 1 

g | e Morals of his Majeſty" 7% ſubjects, and 

* + heeding the flock of Chriſt. It is the duty of 

. Chriſtian Paſtors in general, and of the principal 

She herds particular] y, 10  Prengthen that member of 

Fj 1b; „ ck which is 2 ajed, 70 heal that which 3 is fo ch, 70 

ba p p that which is "broken, to bring again that 

wa 26 which 


# & N 


Fe 


* & 


1 


in their Dioceſes, and letting their light ſhine. e- 
fore men who would be diſpoſed to obſerve ; it, would 
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never be ſo well performed, as when the Shepherd | 


1s reſident i in the midſt of his flock, can admit of r no | 
: queſtion. . The, manners. of the Engliſh Biſhops are, 


eak rightly, J am certain I mean not to 


| peak Alatteringly,) as pure and irreprchenſible as 


thoſe of any other Prelates i in Europe; 3 and as the 


world in general lives 1 more according to faſhion 
than reaſon, it is not 4 to conceive what benefi- 
cial influence the Examples « of the Biſhops, refidi a 


have on the lives and converſations of both Cle oy 


and Laity. 


1 wo long oy the Clergy 1 are ait. 5 


perſed through the kingdom, as A little leaven pre- 


ſerving, from extreme corruption, the whole maſs; 


and the great kindneſs and reſpect, with which the 


whole order i is treated by the beſt and moſt enlight- 
ened part of the Laity, i is a proof that they confider 


them in the fame light, Your Grace” $ candour 


and 


n 


and moderation avith excuſe me, if in this commen- 


; dation I include the Diſſenting Clergy, whom 1 


cannot lock upon as inferior to the Clergy of the 
Eftabli hment, either 1 in learning or morals. It is o - 
ing principally t to the teaching and xample of the 
Clergy in general, that there is not ore infidelity 5 
in the higheſt, more immorality in the loweſt claſſes 
of the community; but there would, probably, be 
leſs of both, if we were all of us, in the words of 
Biſhop Burnet addrefied to George e obliged to 


lire and to labour more ſuitably to our profeſſion,” 
It may be urged, that the attendance of the Biſhops 
in the Houſe of Lords, is inconſiſtent with the re- 
ſidence here. ſpoken of—in no wiſe—; a longer 


reſidence does not imply a continual reſidence; 
in the courſe of the year opp 


rtunity enough may 
be found to let the State have, on important occa- 


ſions, the benefit of their; Advice; and their Dio- 
| ceſes, on moͤſt occaſions, the benefit of their inſpec- 
tion; and they will be beſt able to judge for them- 


ſclves where, at any particular time, their preſence 
wit be of moſt uſe. 


| 
1 


Some 2 


«5 2 


Some, 1 doubt not, will be 
think,” that the State would receive little injury by 
the perpetual abſence of the Biſhops from the Houſe 
of Lords, —1 ſee no reaſon for thinking, that it 
would not receive as much injury from the abſence 
of ſix and twenty independent Spiritual Peers, 
as from the abſence of an equal number of 
Temporal . Peers of any order. The Bench of 
Biſhops is compoſed, either of the younger 


branches of Noble Families, or of Men who 
are ſprung from what the old Barons would call 
no Anceſtry ; but why ſhould it be thought, 
that the underſtandings of either of theſe forts 
of Men, are a. whit inferior to thoſe of the 


Temporal Lords. T he Biſhops of Noble Blood 


| have, unqueſtionably, had as good opportunities of 
mental improvement; 3 and bave, probably, made as 
proper an uſe of them, 45 their elder brothers, un- 
cles, or eouſins have done ; 1 and it would be a mi- 


ſetable affectatian of Modeſty, a baſe adulation of 
the Nobility, to ada, that the plebelans who have 
raiſed themſelves to the Be:ich, are iner ho ines” 

: honourable or right h boncunble Brethren, | in learn 


ing 
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ready enough to 
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